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HSD Board of Education approves hiring of three elementary principals for 2010-2011   

  

  

     

           Jen Vito                               Rhonda Ely                         Matthew Phillips 

The Hazelwood School District Board of Education approved the hiring of three elementary school principals for 2010-2011. 

Dr. Jen Vito is the new principal of McNair Elementary School. She is currently the sixth grade principal at Hazelwood Northwest Middle 

School. Vito joined HSD in 1999 and taught kindergarten at Lawson, McCurdy and Grannemann elementary schools. She was a summer 

school site supervisor, and served as the instructional specialist at Lawson. Vito earned her educational doctorate from Maryville University. 

She has a master’s degree from Lindenwood University in educational administration and a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education 

from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dr. Brenda Rone, principal of McNair, is retiring. 

Dr. Rhonda Ely is the new principal of Larimore Elementary School. She is currently the eighth grade principal at Hazelwood Central Middle 

School. Ely began teaching in the District in 1999 at Keeven Elementary School, teaching third, fourth and sixth grades before becoming the 

instructional specialist at Arrowpoint Elementary School. She has an educational doctorate from Maryville University, a master’s degree in 

educational administration from Lindenwood University and a bachelor’s degree in elementary education from University of Arkansas at Pine 

Bluff. Dr. Jean McClendon, principal of Larimore, is retiring.  

Matthew Phillips is the new principal of Brown Elementary School. Phillips is an area coordinator for Special School District of St. Louis 

County. His classroom experience includes teaching first grade, gifted and talented students and special education. Phillips is pursuing a 

doctorate at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. He has a master’s degree in education administration and a bachelor’s degree in special 

education, also from UMSL. William Heckel, principal of Brown, is retiring. 

Vito, Ely and Phillips will begin their new positions on July 1, 2010.   
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