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For Immediate Release  
 

HAZELWOOD FIRE DEPARTMENT PARTICIPATES 
IN FAMILY SAFETY DAY AT McDONALD’S 

 
Hazelwood, Mo., (April 29, 2009) – In observance of “National Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) Week,” the Hazelwood Fire Department is partnering with SSM Healthcare’s DePaul 
Health Center and McDonald’s Restaurants to sponsor “Family Safety Day”  on Saturday, May 
9.  The event will be held at McDonald’s, located at 8700 Pershall Road, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 
In 1973, the late President Gerald Ford signed the first official proclamation establishing 
“National Emergency Medical Services Week” as an annual nation-wide observance.  It is 
celebrated each year to recognize the accomplishments of men and women who dedicate 
themselves to saving the lives of others and to educating the public about emergency 
preparedness.  This year’s theme is “A Proud Partner in Your Community.” 
 
“For the past several years, Hazelwood Fire Department has partnered with medical care facilities 
and local businesses to showcase the services that provide a vital link between EMS personnel 
and the Hazelwood community,” said Hazelwood Fire Chief Jim Matthies.  “On May 9, our fire 
apparatus – equipped with Advanced Life Support equipment and staffed with paramedics – will 
be on display for the public to view and see how it works.  We’ll also have EMS experts on hand 
to answer questions and to pass out literature.” 
 
EMS providers include paramedics, emergency medical technicians, first responders, fire fighters 
and police.  National EMS Week will feature hundreds of grassroots activities coast-to-coast in 
order to build public awareness about the vital role they play in saving lives.   
 
“Around one million EMS professionals provide lifesaving care to people in their communities 
when every minute counts, before they even get to the emergency department,” said Dr. Linda 
Lawrence, president of the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP).  “The 2009 
theme, ‘A Proud Partner in Your Community,’ illustrates the selfless pride and commitment these  
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Hazelwood Fire Dept. Sponsors Safety Event, Add One 
 
extraordinary people bring to their jobs 24/7, 365 days a year.  For this dedication, they deserve 
our recognition and thanks.” 
 
EMS Week 2009 corporate sponsors include the following companies and medical organizations: 
OnStar; American Medical Response; Vidacare; MedicAlert; NBC Universal; Genentech; Journal 
of Emergency Medical Services; The Stroke Collaborative; EMS Today; and EMS Expo.  
ACEP’s 2009 organizational partners for EMS Week include: the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention; Emergency Medical Services for Children; and The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration. 
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